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PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Report by the Director-Genera

Reports on devel opments subsequent to the adoption by the Board of decision IDB.22/Dec.5.

1. The intigive of the Govenment of Sovenia to
hog an intemationd ocetre for sudaneble indudrid
development was brought to the atention of the Board
in documents IDB.22/10 and Add.l. These documents
decribe the  objectives,  adtivities,  dructure and
finandng of the proposed centre In  dedson
IDB.22/Dec5, the Board took note with gppreciation of
that initistive and requested the Director-Gengrd to
conduct conaultations with the paties concaned on
posshle future cooperation between UNIDO and the
cetre The presnt document is  submitted  in
compliance with that decison.

2. In the intervening period, there have been intensve
discussons with the Governmert of Sovenia as the
preparatory assidance project for the edeblishment of
the proposed centre has drawn to a dose and the find
reportsfor the project have been submitted.

3. At the intiive of the Sovene Govenmert,
bilaerd conaltations took place in the UNIDO
Secretariat on 26 September 2000 with charmen or
representatives of dl regiond groups UNIDO  gt&ff
members participated as observers.

4. Duing dl the medings the Hovere dffidds
reiterated the Government's desre to edablish the
centre within the framework of UNIDO. The long-term
objective of the proposed centre would be to promote
the idea of sudtaingble indugtrid devdopment focusng
on Centrd and Easten Europe but dso open to 4l
devdoping countries The Hovene dffidds reiteraed
that the proposed centre would not require any financid
support from UNIDO's budget, as dl adminidraive
cods were to be covered from the Government's cash
contribution to UNIDO and the operationd budget from
inrkind contributions from the Sbvene Government and
other naiond and asodae inditutions  from
paticpaing ocountries The Yovene officdds advisd
that the Sovene Miniger of Sdence and Technology
was going to hod bilaed oonsltaions with his
colleagues from the Czech Republic, Croatia, Hungary,
Poland and SHovekia to <olidt ther interet and
possible co-gponsorship of the proposa to establish the
centre.

5. In the coure of the discussons a mgority of the
representatives of the regiond groups provided support
for the idea of a centre on sudanable indudrid
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devdopment, dthough a number of quedions were
rased with regpect to the legd daus of the proposed
cere, the aubdance of its adivies and finendd
implications for UNIDO.

6. The representatives of the Group of 77 recdled the
datement ddivered by the Charman of the Group a the
twenty-second  sesson of the Boad in which two
questions had been raised, namdy (@ wha were the
long-term  objectives and functions of the Centre and
(bywhat woud be the legd, finendd and personnd
implications resulting from a deddon to edadish a
centre as a subgdiary organ of UNIDO. The represent
aives invited Sovenia and the UNIDO Secretariat to
provide a response to these two questions a a meding
of the Group of 77 to be hdd in mid-October 2000.

7. Representadives of dl the groups indicated that the
Sovene  Govenment's  podtion  and  background
materid would be the subject of further examinaion
and oconatations in the capitds and within  thar
respective groups.

8. Any rdevat devdopments will be brought to the

atention of the Board in an addendum to the present
document, as gppropriate.

ACTION REQUIRED OF THE BOARD

9. The Boad may wish to condder the information
contained in the presat document and provide guidance
for further action.



